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August 16, 1977:  Ginger Alden Revisited, Part I 
 

There are two areas of research over the years that have always baffled me, and continue to 
baffle me, for a number of reasons.  (And by “baffle,” I mean I cannot understand how Elvis 
fans continue to support and promote these stories, claims, etc., year after year, in the face 
of ample evidence to the contrary.)  The first, and most obvious, is the “Elvis is alive” 
phenomenon, where so-called fans delude themselves into believing that Elvis Presley had 
to fake his death for security reasons.  I have written on this topic quite a bit, and I am sure 
I will address it again sometime soon.  The other puzzling topic is the claim by Dick Grob 
that Ginger Alden behaved in an illegal and/or immoral manner the day of Elvis’s death, 
taking advantage of the situation for her own benefit.  While there is no evidence to suggest 
that Ginger did anything untoward that day, many of Elvis’s fans continue to believe this 
claim, which flies in the face of logic and good sense.  What motivates someone to believe 
such a bizarre, unfounded allegation as outlined by Dick Grob? 

With Ginger Alden’s book coming out soon, I think it is a good time to re-visit these claims 
and illustrate once again how ridiculous they are.  I am not going to re-hash my exhaustive 
analysis of Grob’s multi-layered accusations, and I have certainly given up the notion that 
he would ever step forward and explain them himself.  (His 1995 book tells his readers 
what he wants them to believe, but fails to provide any evidence to support his charges.)  I 
am, however, going to take a look at several documents that recently were shared with me 



 

(and had been publicly disseminated years ago), and I will then (in Part II) take a look at 
where Dr. Nichopoulos fits into this situation based on his recently-published memoir. 

First, let’s start with a quick review of the bullet-points of Dick Grob’s charges and claims 
regarding Ginger Alden on August 16, 1977 (and my very brief rebuttals): 

 Ginger made phone calls to Jim Kirk to alert him to a pending news flash from 
Graceland, and to set up a paid interview.  (There is no evidence that Ginger made 
these calls, and the National Enquirer has even said these calls were not placed.) 

 Two maids heard Ginger showering in the bathroom at the SE corner of the house, 
and that by the time she alerted others to the discovery of the body she had on fresh 
makeup and was fully dressed, and with no appearance of being upset over the 
situation.  (There is no evidence Ginger had showered that morning or early 
afternoon, and at least one unbiased witness observed that she had not showered 
and gotten dressed [in typical street clothing], but looked to have just gotten out of 
bed, and was visibly upset.) 

 The two maids on duty who provided Dick Grob with this information were Mary 
Jenkins and Pauline Nicholson.  (Neither was on duty that morning or early 
afternoon.) 

 Ginger knew that Elvis was dead but didn’t take appropriate steps given the 
situation; instead, she got ready for media appearances and made calls to set up 
interviews.  (This charge is absolutely insane on its face.) 

Over the years, Dick Grob’s statements on these and related matters have been found in 
three primary locations:  his 1979 book synopsis, his 1979 deposition for the ABC News 
lawsuit, and (for the most part) his 1995 book.  Not surprisingly, the facts as presented by 
Grob have changed over the years, examples of which are seen here (from a February 2008 
post on ElvisDecoded.com): 

The time the phone calls started? 
1979 Synopsis: 11:30am 
1979 Deposition: 10:00am 
1995 Book: 1:30pm 
 
The time Ginger Alden called James Kirk? 
1979 Synopsis: 11:30am 
1979 Deposition: [Not discussed] 
1995 Book: 1:30pm 
 
The time Ginger Alden found Elvis’s body? 
1979 Synopsis: 11:30am 
1979 Deposition: [Not discussed] 
1995 Book: 1:30pm 
 
The time the maids heard the shower? 



 

1979 Synopsis: 11:30am 
1979 Deposition: “Shortly sometime afternoon, maybe around 1:00 o’clock or something 
like that.” 
1995 Book: 1:30pm 
 
Which members of the household staff were interviewed as part of the investigation? 
1979 Synopsis: “Two maids” (Grob does not identify them) 
1979 Deposition: Mary and Nancy (Grob does not know their last names) 
1995 Book: Mary Jenkins and Pauline Nicholson (Neither was actually there) 
 
And… 
 
From the 1979 deposition: 
 
Q: Okay. Mr. Grob, during the course of your investigation, I believe you stated that you 
spoke to the maids that were in attendance that night, is that correct? 
 
A: Yes. 
 
Q: Did you interview them? 
 
A: Not in any official capacity.  I mean, where you sit down at a table like we are here. 
 

 

So, as we can clearly see here, Grob has a problem with telling the truth, as inconsistency 
this egregious cannot be a case of simple errors.   

I have always been perplexed as to how and why Elvis fans believe the case against Ginger 
Alden as presented by Dick Grob.  Do people truly believe that Ginger could have behaved 
in such a selfish, reckless, and even illegal way?  Leaving a dead man on the floor, her 
fiancée no less, while she gets dressed for the media, and while she puts together financial 
details for interviews?  Really?  I would be interested in hearing from any Elvis fan who can 
explain why this concocted tale is to be believed, or even seriously considered. 

Anyway, let’s now look at some statements from other people that might give us more 
insight into this situation and into the credibility of the person telling these tales.  I will not 
include any lengthy commentary of my own, but instead will let the documents for the most 
part speak for themselves.  [Note:  These documents originated with the Alden family a few 
years back.] 

 First, a letter written to fans by Vernon Presley: 



 

 

It is worth noting that in his 1995 book, Grob goes on and on about how evil he believes the 
media are, and that tabloids and reporters and anyone looking for a story are vultures and 
just out to “make a buck.”  And yet here, according to a letter written by Vernon Presley, we 



 

find that Grob has done exactly what he criticizes others for.  And what about the fans who 
support Dick Grob, but who also rail against those people trying to “make a buck off Elvis”?  
Isn’t this exactly what Dick Grob has done, according to Vernon Presley…hasn’t he tried to 
“make a buck off Elvis”? 

 

 From a phone coversation between Jim Kirk and Jo Alden: 

 

 



 

 

 From the same phone coversation between Jim Kirk and Jo Alden (continued): 

 

 

 A letter from Jim Kirk to Jo Alden: 



 

 

Did Dick Grob question Jim Kirk under false authority?  According to Kirk, that’s exactly 
what Grob did. 

 

 From a letter written by author/journalist Peter Harry Brown (co-author of “Down 
at the End of Lonely Street: The Life and Death of Elvis Presley”): 



 

 

Read that again:  “…everything Jo and Rosemary Alden told me, I have proven to be true; 
and everything Dick Grob and the Mafia says about Ginger has proven to be untrue.” 

 

 Grob’s claim in his 1995 book that his grandfather, Emil Grob, was once the mayor 
of Sandusky, Ohio (the city referred to): 

 

 

 Regarding Grob’s claim in his 1995 book that his gradfather, Emil Grob, was once 
the mayor of Sandusky, Ohio: 



 

 

 

So who here has credibility, and who does not? 

There is nothing factual, or even circumstantial, to indicate any negligent or questionable 
behavior on Ginger Alden’s part the day Elvis died.  She did not make calls to the National 
Enquirer to set up interviews; she did not find Elvis’s body and do nothing (and it is 
slanderous to say that she did); she did not shower and get dressed for the media (she got 
dressed so that she could go in the ambulance with Elvis, but was rebuffed); and she did 
not put on fresh makeup.  Some people who have an ax to grind against Ginger can make 
these claims, but that doesn’t mean the claims are true.  The bottom line is, we see plenty of 
rumors and innuendo, often presented as truth, in the published resources from Elvis’s 
various friends and associates as to Ginger’s behavior, and we see the same on message 
boards and in discussions amongst fans, but where are the facts?  Who has the facts to 
suggest Ginger did anything wrong that day?  And if there are no facts to support the 
charges and suspicions, then why is this woman so maligned? 
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