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August 16, 1977:  Ginger Alden Revisited, Part III 
 
 
As I have discussed in Ginger Alden Revisited Parts I and II, Ginger Alden’s actions at 
Graceland on August 16, 1977, have been questioned by some people who claim to have 
been close to the situation, namely Dick Grob, Dr. Nichopoulos, and Dean Nichopoulos.  For 
whatever reason, a shadow of suspicion has been cast over what Ginger did or did not do 
that day, and yet, all of these allegations, doubts, and innuendo can easily be explained.  
Let’s walk through the timeline and see if a reasonable scenario is possible, and probable. 
 
 

Timeline 
 
Ginger Alden at Graceland, August 16, 1977:  2:10pm – 2:47pm 

 
 

 2:10pm:  Ginger Alden calls her mother, and they speak for approximately 10 
minutes.  Ginger has been sleeping since around 9:00am and still has on her makeup 
from earlier, as she had been up all night with Elvis.  Her sleep had been deep at 
times due to the medication she had taken to alleviate pain from menstrual cramps, 
medication that Elvis had ordered for her and asked her to take. 

 
 2:20pm:  Ginger enters the bathroom in Elvis’s suite and sees his prostrate body on 

the left (west) side of the room in front of the toilet (which faces north).  Not 
knowing what has happened, Ginger tries to awaken Elvis, but realizes the situation 
is dire.  Ginger immediately calls downstairs for help. 

 
 2:21pm (+/-):  Nancy Rooks answers the phone in the kitchen and is informed by 

Ginger that Elvis needs assistance immediately.  Al Strada is asked to go upstairs to 
check on Elvis. 



 

 
 2:21pm (+):  Al Strada enters the bathroom and, seeing Elvis’s condition, calls 

downstairs for Joe Esposito.  Ginger is still in the bathroom as Strada attends to 
Elvis. 

 
 2:22pm (+/-):  Esposito enters the bathroom and tries to roll Elvis’s body over.  

Ginger leaves the bathroom at Esposito’s instruction. 
 

 2:23pm (+/-):  Ginger intercepts Lisa Marie attempting to enter the bathroom from 
the north side of the room, through the bedroom on the opposite side from Elvis’s 
bedroom.  At this time in the bathroom, several people have gathered as efforts to 
assist/revive Elvis continue. 

 
 2:23pm (+) – 2:29pm:  Efforts to revive Elvis continue, and calls are placed to two 

local doctors, as well as to Dr. Nichopoulos.  Nichopoulos is finally reached at 
Doctors Hospital and leaves immediately en route to Graceland.  During this time, 
Ginger, like those present upstairs during the resuscitation efforts, is in the 
immediate area and is watching what is happening. 

 
 2:30pm:  An emergency call is placed for an ambulance.  The ambulance is 

dispatched from Fire Station 29 approximately three miles north of Graceland on 
Elvis Presley Boulevard. 

 
 2:33pm:  The ambulance arrives at Graceland.  Ulysses Jones and Charles Crosby, the 

paramedics on the call, enter the house through the front door. 
 
NOTE:  Paramedic Ulysses Jones, in a conversation with an impeccable source, stated the 
following regarding Ginger’s appearance when he entered the upstairs suite (this quote is 
from my source): 
 
“He [Jones] said that he noticed Ginger several times while they were there, and that, no 
doubt in his mind, she was not dressed and ‘made up,’ was very distraught, had obviously 
been crying a lot, and was still dressed in, he thought, either a very pale yellow or maybe 
light blue robe.  I asked him about three or four different times whether he was sure that 
she was not already dressed and he stated emphatically that there was no doubt in his 
mind about that.” 
 

 2:33pm (+):  Resuscitation efforts, now directed by the two paramedics, continue 
until just before 2:47pm.  During this 13-minute time period, Ginger observes the 
resuscitation efforts, and also goes to the back bedroom (on the SE corner of the 
house) to get dressed, as she expects to accompany Elvis in the ambulance to Baptist 
Memorial Hospital. 

 
 2:46pm (+):  Elvis’s body is loaded into the ambulance, and Ginger’s attempt to 

board the vehicle with the stretcher is rebuffed.  Dr. Nichopoulos arrives and climbs 
into the ambulance to assist with resuscitation efforts on the way to BMH. 



 

 
 2:47pm:  The ambulance departs Graceland, carrying the two paramedics, Dr. 

Nichopoulos, Joe Esposito, Al Strada, and Charlie Hodge.  Neither Ginger nor Vernon 
Presley leaves with the ambulance. 

 
Over the years, many Elvis fans have asked, “Why didn’t Ginger go with Elvis to the 
hospital?”  This question is, we assume, directed at Ginger herself, as if she is expected to 
explain why she stayed behind at Graceland while her fiancée was rushed to the emergency 
room.  But shouldn’t the question be directed at Joe Esposito and Al Strada?  (Hodge is 
deceased.)  Shouldn’t one or both of them explain why they somehow stopped Ginger from 
climbing in the back of the ambulance when Elvis’s stretcher was loaded in? 
 
Quite simply, did either of them have the authority or the right to decide for Ginger 
whether she could accompany Elvis to the hospital?  After all, while Joe Esposito could 
make business and operational decisions as Elvis’s foreman, Ginger was not one of Elvis’s 
employees. 
 
Also, why did Joe, Al, and Charlie feel that their presence was needed in the ambulance, 
since none of them was in the position to assist with the resuscitation efforts?  And why did 
each of them individually determine that his presence in the ambulance took precedence 
over Ginger accompanying her fiancée to the hospital?  At what point did they collectively 
conclude, “It’s more important that we go with Elvis in the ambulance instead of Ginger”? 
 
Returning to the sequence of events from 2:10pm to 2:47pm that day, we see nothing in 
regards to Ginger Alden that suggests she did anything untoward, and the timeline easily 
allows for her to be dressed and ready to leave the house by 2:47pm.  Her makeup was still 
on from the night before; she got dressed because she expected to ride in the ambulance 
with Elvis; and she did not shower prior to the ambulance leaving (nor had she showered 
earlier that afternoon).  In this 37-minute window of time, Ginger got out of bed (wearing 
pajamas and/or a robe), got dressed, and then was ready to leave the house with the 
ambulance.  The rest of the time she was observing the resuscitation efforts in the 
bathroom, and trying to shield Lisa Marie from the crisis. 
 
Is there anything unreasonable or not believable about this timeline as it pertains to 
Ginger’s behavior? 
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