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January, 1978:  The Poolhouse 

 

The Poolhouse Door 

In Elvis Decoded, I discuss the infamous poolhouse photo and look specifically at the top of 
the door above the figure’s head.  This area appears to show the wrought iron gate design 
seen elsewhere around the pool and the main structure of the poolhouse.  But, it was 
difficult to determine why this design is seen in this location.  That is, why is the design 
visible in this upper section of the door, when there was no gate hanging inside the 
poolhouse, and there was no reflection of this design from the pool area?  I am now able to 
confirm that there was a second door about 6 feet inside the main poolhouse, and that a 
chair was stationed between this door and the door leading to the pool.  This chair was 
used by the guards keeping watch over Elvis’s gravesite. 

The outside storm door opened inward (into the poolhouse) from the right. 

So, inside the poolhouse and visible through the door, there was an interior door decorated 
with the wrought iron design (which is seen around the pool area), then there was a chair 
used by the guards, and then there was the outer storm door.  This resolves the question of 
why we see the wrought iron design in this upper section of the door. 

In the photo below, we see the interior door behind the chair, with the storm door open 
(not visible). 



 

Strada at Graceland? 

Also in the book, I speculate as to whether Al Strada would have been on Graceland 
property in January, 1978 (when the poolhouse photo was taken by Michael Joseph), and if 
he were there, what would be the reason.  It turns out that Strada was employed by the 
estate for several years after Elvis’s death, and was on the payroll as late as July, 1980.  So, 
he would have been on the property during the timeframe in question, and given his 
position with the estate, he would have been one of those employees assigned to watch 
over the gravesite, perhaps from the chair inside the poolhouse door. 
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