
 

 

 

 
 

Patrick Lacy, author, Elvis Decoded 

 
 
 
 

Vernon & The Autopsy Permission Form 
 
 
Who informed Vernon Presley that Elvis had died?   
 
Who talked to Vernon Presley about the autopsy and asked him to sign an autopsy 
permission form? 
 
Seems the same person would have handled both difficult tasks.  And that one task 
(asking Vernon to sign for the autopsy) would have immediately followed the other 
(telling Vernon that Elvis had died).  Predictably, though, the facts as we’ve been 
told don’t lead us to this logical conclusion.  Was it Dr. Nichopoulos, or Dick Grob, 
and why do the facts not match up? 
 
From most accounts, and from Dr. Nichopoulos himself, we are told that the main 
reason Nichopoulos returned to Graceland just after the death was pronounced (at 
3:30pm in the Emergency Room) was to personally inform Vernon of his son’s 
death.  The secondary reason for Nichopoulos returning to Graceland was to have 
Vernon sign an autopsy permission form and to discuss the situation with Vernon.  
It makes perfect sense that Dr. Nichopoulos would have taken these tasks upon 
himself, since he was Elvis’s personal physician and would have been the 
appropriate person to explain things to Vernon. 
 
It makes little sense, however, for Dick Grob, Elvis’s security chief, to have handled 
these tasks, and yet Grob claims to have taken the autopsy permission form to 
Graceland for Vernon to sign.  (And Grob’s stated reason for doing so, as explained 
in his book, doesn’t make much sense.)  Grob has never claimed, to my knowledge, 
that he also informed Vernon that Elvis had, in fact, died.  But, if Grob arrived at the 
mansion before Nichopoulos, as he claims to have done, he had to have been the 



 

 

person to tell Vernon about Elvis’s death.  And yet, Grob has never made this claim, 
that he told Vernon about Elvis’s death. 
 
But he claims to have asked Vernon to sign the autopsy permission form.  Before 
Nichopoulos arrived. 
 
Let’s look at the accounts from Grob, and from Nichopoulos: 
 
First, we see that, according to Dick Grob (in sworn testimony), Dr. Nichopoulos 
asked him at BMH to take an autopsy permission form to Graceland and to talk to 
Vernon Presley about an autopsy being performed (again, these statements were 
given under oath): 
 

 

 
 

Grob claims that he obtained the autopsy permission form from Maurice Elliott of 
Baptist Memorial Hospital, and then left BMH en route to Graceland: 
 

 
 

NOTE:  I asked Mr. Elliott about this, and he said:  “He did not get the autopsy 
permission form from me.  I never had the form.”  Also, in this 1979 deposition, Grob 
states (under oath) that Nichopoulos asked him to take the autopsy permission 
form to Graceland for Vernon to sign, as if it were Nichopoulos’s idea; in his 1995 



 

 

book, however, Grob paints a completely different picture, telling the reader that he 
came up with the idea to have Vernon sign the autopsy permission form, which, 
according to Grob, would allow the Presley family to keep the autopsy results 
private.  Grob seriously misunderstands the issue, though, as the autopsy report 
became a private medical record solely because the death was due to “natural 
causes,” not because of this autopsy permission form.  Dr. Nichopoulos also 
misunderstands this as outlined on page 14 of his book, where he attributes the 
autopsy report being a private medical record to Grob’s request to have Vernon sign 
the form.  (In his book, Nichopoulos gives Grob credit for the idea.)  Neither Grob 
nor Nichopoulos seems to understand why the autopsy report is private. 
 

At about this same time, we have been told by sources that Dr. Nichopoulos was 
driven back to Graceland by the paramedics so he could personally inform Vernon 
that Elvis had died.  Nichopoulos felt this was of critical importance so that Vernon 
heard the news directly from him (Nichopoulos), and not from any other person or 
media source. 
 
Here, Grob tells us that he arrived at Graceland and talked to Vernon Presley about 
the autopsy: 
 

 
 

So, here is the important question: 
 
If Grob arrived at Graceland from BMH before Nichopoulos, then who officially 
informed Vernon that Elvis had been declared dead?  Nichopoulos claims that 
notifying Vernon of his son’s death was his primary reason for returning to 
Graceland, and that he wanted to do so before Vernon found out some other way.  
Grob mentions talking to Vernon about the autopsy, but does not state that he told 



 

 

Vernon that Elvis had died, so who told Vernon, “Elvis is dead”?  It goes without 
saying that any discussion of an autopsy had to have taken place after Vernon was 
notified of the death. 
 
Further, Sam Thompson has said that he walked in and saw Nichopoulos speaking 
with Vernon, and then Vernon had an obvious reaction to the news that his son was 
dead.  If Nichopoulos arrived at the mansion after the discussion about the autopsy 
took place (between Grob and Vernon), then certainly something here is amiss.  
Grob doesn’t claim that he told Vernon about the death, and Nichopoulos claims he 
was the one who notified Vernon of the death, and yet according to Grob, 
Nichopoulos arrived at the mansion after Grob had been there at least several 
minutes.   
 
From page 9 of Nichopoulos’s 2009 book: 
 
“The instant I walked through the door [of Minnie Mae’s room, where the family had 
gathered], Vernon knew.”  “’Oh no!  No!’ he moaned.” 
 
According to Nichopoulos, then, he was the person who notified Vernon Presley of 
Elvis’s death (even if the notification were non-verbal). 
 
Below, Grob states that Nichopoulos arrived at the end of his (Grob’s) conversation 
with Vernon: 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Above, Grob mentions that Nichopoulos had “his own” conversation with Vernon 
Presley.  Did they talk about the cause of the death?  The autopsy?   
 
Below, Grob states that he asked Nichopoulos to sign the autopsy permission form, 
witnessing Vernon’s signature.  This again suggests that according to Dick Grob, he 
was handling the autopsy permission form and that he was the one who discussed it 
with Vernon.  (Note:  In the spaces provided for witness signatures, Grob’s signature 
is second, after Nichopoulos’s signature.) 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Again, below, Grob states that Nichopoulos arrived after he arrived and had spoken 
to Vernon: 
 

 



 

 

 

So, who told Vernon Presley that Elvis had been pronounced dead at Baptist 
Memorial Hospital?  From available sources, and from Nichopoulos himself, we’ve 
been told that Nichopoulos was driven back to Graceland so that he could talk to 
Vernon before the media informed him that Elvis had died.  Eyewitness accounts 
suggest that Nichopoulos was, in fact, the person who officially told Vernon of the 
death.  But, if Grob arrived before Nichopoulos, and discussed the autopsy with 
Vernon, who told Vernon that Elvis was dead?  And if Grob told Vernon the news, 
why has he never made such a claim (given his self-important account of the way 
this situation played out)? 
 
Grob cannot say he arrived at Graceland before Nichopoulos and talked to Vernon 
about the autopsy, if Nichopoulos says he notified Vernon of the death.  The latter 
must precede the former.  In no published accounts do we find Dick Grob as the 
person who informed Vernon of his son’s death. 
 
This account from Dick Grob is part of sworn testimony, given under oath, and in 
this account (as well as the account from his book) he places himself at the mansion, 
before Nichopoulos, talking to Vernon about the autopsy.  And yet, the account does 
not appear to be true, because Grob could not have discussed the autopsy with 
Vernon before Nichopoulos arrived based on Vernon’s reaction when Nichopoulos 
entered the room, and on Vernon’s location in that room. 
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